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Typical Sidewinder Roller Blind Components 

 

Roller blinds are probably the simplest form of window shading (after curtains and drapes) 

but there are many aspects to their construction and installation which are easily 

overlooked.  The fabric itself should be fire retardant, colour fast, structurally stable and 

generally suitable for the area it is to be installed.  There are many types of fabrics available 

from a selection of materials such as PVC, polyester and fiberglass that provide the required 

properties.  Screen fabrics offer solar protection and provide a key aid in reducing energy 

consumption, protecting occupants and maintain comfort levels. 

The fabrics are normally wound around the roller so that it hangs closer to the window, 

however it is sometimes it is more convenient for it to be wound over hand to provide 

additional clearance for window furniture etc.  in this case care should be taken with side 

winder chains as to not to damage the edge of the fabric.  A rail or bar is attached to the 

bottom of the fabric to provide stability and weight to help the blind hang straight, there are 

a choice of styles and materials to suit the installation.  Side cables can also be installed to 

the blind to guide and retain the bottom rail from excessive movement where air currents 

may be an issue. 

As roller blinds can only be supported at each end, the brackets and running gear are 

designed accordingly to provide a strong and durable product. The total weight of the fabric 

helps to determine the roller tube to used, on a very large blind this could be as much as 

14Kgs, therefore the tube needs to be strong enough to support the fabric without sagging, 

excessive deflection can cause unsightly ripples in the fabric and failure of the mechanisms 

used.  The size of the roller also partly determines the suitability of winding mechanism 

from the four types generally available, these are spring (although not recommended for 

commercial operation) side winder clutch, gear box drive or electric motor. 


